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Centre for Literacy in 
Primary Education

• A national centre of excellence in primary 
literacy - based in Southwark, near Waterloo. 

• Established over 40 years.

• An independent charity.

• Professional development for teachers, TAs, 
parents and others involved in education.



What do we believe in?

• A child’s right to be literate and to enjoy 
literature.

• The importance of texts that engage children 
and support developing literacy.

• Practice that is underpinned and supported by 
robust classroom-based research.



Education is a social process

• The way we teach children will influence how 
they come to view the world and people around 
them

• The way we assess children defines the 
relationship that exists between teachers and 
children

• Assessment strategies we decide to use will 
reflect the way we want our society to be and, 
importantly, the way we wish society to treat 
people



Quality 
Children’s 
Literature at 
the Heart of 
All Learning



High quality texts to 
promote 
engagement and 
attainment in 
reading and writing…



Interpreting policy 
with integrity…



Understanding the 
writing process by 
working alongside 
professionals and experts 
in the field…





Assessment: The 
Fundamental principles

• Supports and informs day to day teaching

• Provides a stimulus and means for dialogue 
between teachers, teachers and parents, and 
schools

• Takes account of the whole learning process

• Broadest view of achievement

• Helps teachers to identify strengths and 
pinpoint areas where support is needed.



• Built on the Centre for Literacy in Primary Education’s (CLPE) 
reading and writing scales that were originally developed as part of 
the widely used Primary Language Record.

• The Reading and Writing Scales draw on current and established 
research about children’s literacy development. 

• Developed in partnership with  the English and Media Centre 
(EMC), National Association for Advisors in English (NAAE) and 
National Association for the Teaching of English (NATE), the United 
Kingdom Literacy Association (UKLA). 

• A framework for teachers to identify each pupil’s current 
development, analyse progress and consider the next steps. This 
will help to ensure that the upcoming end of Key Stage 
performance descriptors become more meaningful. 

• Available as a pdf from all the association websites – or as an app 
from the App Store or Google Play.



Key points about the new scales:

• They are underpinned by research;

• There is one scale for reading and one for writing 
– working towards mature independence

• They describe progress and support formative 
assessment.

• They are designed to support teaching (next steps 
section)

• They are designed to support teacher learning 
(research section)



Getting to know the scales:

• Each pair will look closely at the points of one of 
the scales: reading or writing

• Discuss together, record conversations and be 
prepared to feed back on: 
– Your initial reactions and thoughts;

– What you notice about the scales as a means of 
exploring where children are at and how they make 
progress;

– Strengths or opportunities of using the scales;

– Questions or challenges that occur or may be faced.



Best Practice to 
Support Progress

Examples from CLPE Project Schools:
Power of Reading

Rasing Achievement in Writing
Essentials of Literacy in the Early Years



High Quality Texts:

‘Books allow children to 
experience through 
imagination other 
worlds and other roles, 
and this involvement 
contributes to their 
personal and social 
development as well as 
to their reading 
abilities.’ 

Sainsbury and Schagen, 2004



Reading Aloud

‘When someone reads aloud, 
they raise you to the level of 
the book. They give you 
reading as a gift.’
Daniel Pennac, The Rights of the Reader

‘Reading aloud to children may be the single most important 
thing a teacher does.’

Anne Thomas – The Reading Book, CLPE



Loughborough Primary School, Lambeth, Year 1



Y6, Matthew Arnold 

Y6, Matthew Arnold 



Do we allow time for children to browse, choose and read freely?



It’s like football 
club but with 
books instead 
of footballs.

Before I never read at 
home but now I always 

read at bedtime.

Book club is fun –
you get books that 

you don’t find 
everywhere else.





The Iron Man Edmund Waller Y3



Understanding and empathising 
with characters, role on the wall 
and hotseating...







Storymapping in a variety of ways, 
revisiting and exploring language 
and sequence of events... 



Attractive and Inviting Book Areas that Enrich Learning



Writing for Purpose

Responses to message board

•“I love writing letters to my 
friends and Mr B.”

•“I like taking home my letters on 
Friday then writing back to my 
friends.”

•“Mum bought me nice fancy 
paper to write to everyone with”.

•“I like writing letters more than 
stories”.

Sacred Heart, Wandsworth



Role play area 

Writing in Different Spaces



Writing on a Larger Scale, 
using a Range of Media



Writing 
workshop
Drawing and 
discussion as 
planning for 
writing
Y2



A Free 
Writing Area
Tower Bridge 
Year 4



An Editing area
Y3



Response 
Partners 
Y5



Bookmaking 
workshop

Year 3



Celebrating and 
Displaying Writing



Sequences based on quality texts:



“The simplest and best way to help 
children write is through investigating 
good writing” 

Michael Rosen, Twitter 13/03/2016











Building writing 
stamina



Feedback from working group:

The focus on the reading 
behaviours of children 
assists with identifying 

where the child is at and 
where they need to move 

on to in order to make 
desired progress.

Flexibility across and 
within the stages allows  
a broader discussion 
across the school with 
regard to where the 
child is at e.g. child 
could be in Y3 but still a 
developing reader.



Feedback from working group:

Allows less 
experienced teachers 
to see where the child 

has come from and 
where they need to 

be working towards in 
terminology teachers 

understand.

Helped to see the child as a 
whole writer – not just 
designated objectives for a 
particular year group

Allows the freedom for the 
child to deeply develop their 
skills rather than being 
‘pushed through the levels’.



https://www.clpe.org.uk/professional-development/courses
https://www.clpe.org.uk/professional-development/courses


Thank you for coming…
Good luck on your journey!

Interested in case study work? 
Please come and speak to us…



Keep in touch:

Website www.clpe.org.uk

Email info@clpe.co.uk

Phone 020 7401 3382/3

Twitter @clpe1

http://www.clpe.org.uk/
mailto:info@clpe.co.uk

